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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To reduce the extent of floating to prevent remaining of 
powdery scrap or the like and to extend a taking-out electrode 
forming area by forming rails into steps to have steps in both edges 
in the breadthwise direction orthogonal to the flow of air and have 
higher faces in center parts, and providing such a depth that higher 
faces go to dynamic pressure generating faces, and forming the face 
between rails in one plane. 

CONSTITUTION: Plural rails projecting to the side of a slider 
surface facing a medium are provided in the direction of the flow of 
air apart from each other in the breadthwise direction orthogonal to 
the direction of the flow of air. A magnetic head element 2 is 
provided on one end face in the air flow direction of at least one of 
rails 11 and 12. Rails are formed to have steps in both edges in the 
breadthwise direction and have higher faces in center part, and 
higher faces of steps 111, 112, 121, and 122 have such depth that 
they are practically dynamic pressure generating faces, and the face 
between rails is practically one plane as the whole. Thus, areas of 
dynamic pressure generating faces are reduced to the extent of 
floating, and powdery scrap, sludge, or the like does not remain 
between rails, and the taking-out electrode forming area is extended 
to increase the number of degrees of freedom of design. 
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